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Vanderhoof’s OCP Process

the

The iconic Joni Mitchell wrote and recorded the song “Yellow Bus” in 1970, my
graduation year! While this is a popular song, the lyrics directly relate to urban
planning 50 years later with lyrics like:
“Don’t it always seem to go, that you don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone?”
“They took all the trees and put them in a tree museum; then they charged the
people a dollar and a half just to see ‘em”

Mayor Gerry Thiessen

The Official Community Plan (OCP) is a local government bylaw that provides objectives and policies to guide
decisions on planning and land use management within the municipality. OCPs are significant because all
bylaws and works undertaken by Council must be consistent with the adopted plan.

UPDATER

The last update to the Vanderhoof OCP was in 2014, Council, Staff and the Consultants have undertaken the
process of updating the Vanderhoof OCP, to ensure this plan represents the community’s visions – we need
your input!
February 24th is the first OCP community engagement meeting to
provide your input.
NVSS students will be engaging in this process as well; they have
already stated that their desire is to have natural bush within the
community and I am sure that they will provide further input at their
OCP engagement meeting.
My encouragement to you is to participate in the OCP community
engagement so all of community values are collectively considered.
This will allow Council, Staff and the Consultants to make the most
informed direction for Vanderhoof. Please make sure that we not only
know what we have, but we set the roadmap for our community going
forward!
- Mayor Gerry Thiessen

www.vanderhoof.ca

COMMUNITY
EVENTS
The annual Wild Goose
Chase will be held on May
3rd at 10am at WL McLeod.
3.5km and 8km runs, and
5km walk. Tons of prices
and awards! Registration is
8:45-9:30am or preregister
at www.strideandglide.ca
The
annual
volunteer
Spring Clean-up will be
April 25th. Meet at Riverside
Park to be assigned a
neighbourhood, then join
us back at the park for a
delicious BBQ of locally
made smokies!
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Official Community Plan & Zoning Bylaw Update
WE NEED YOUR INPUT!
A week of public consultations is taking place on
Monday February 24th through Friday February 28th

Where do you see
Vanderhoof in
20 years?

This is your opportunity to provide input and help shape the
future of Vanderhoof!
www.vanderhoof.ca
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT MARATHON SCHEDULE
Monday February 24

Tuesday February 25

Wednesday February 26

Thursday February 27

Friday February 28

Drop-in Centre
9:00-11:00am
District Council Chambers

Drop-in Centre
11:00am-1:00pm
District Council Chambers

Drop-in Centre
5:00-7:00pm
District Council Chambers

Drop-in Centre
11:00am-1:00pm
District Council Chambers

Drop-in Centre
9:00-11:00am
District Council Chambers

Public Open House #1
6:00-9:00pm
Integris Community Centre

Public Open House #2
6:00 pm–9:00 pm
Integris Community Centre
The District Council Chambers is located at 160 Connaught St and the Integris Community Centre is located at 186 Columbia St

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
There are a number of ongoing ways to get
involved with the OCP & Zoning Bylaw update:
•

•

•

Online Community Survey – the survey
is available through the District website
www.vanderhoof.ca. Hard copies are
available at the District office.
Social Media – Follow @districtofvanderhoof
on Facebook or check the Community
Updates on vanderhoof.ca for the most upto-date information.
“Call ‘n Chat” – Call Ashley Elliott at the L&M
Engineering Planning Centre at 250-5621977 (between 8:00 am – 4:30 pm) to talk
about your thoughts and ideas.

For more information on the OCP process,
please contact the District of Vanderhoof at
corporate@district.vanderhoof.ca
or call 250-567-4711

Targeted Roundtable Workshops will also take place throughout the week, and more engagement
sessions may be added – check www.vanderhoof.ca for the most up-to-date information!

Why are we updating the OCP & Zoning Bylaw?
An OCP typically looks 20 to 30 years into the future although it is usually reviewed
and updated after five to eight years. The current OCP was updated in 2014.
This new OCP will:
• Enable the community to identify the key characteristics of Vanderhoof that
they want to preserve or enhance as well as those they want to see changed;
• Provide an opportunity for the community to come together to develop and
communicate a shared vision for what Vanderhoof should be in the future;
• Allow the District of Vanderhoof to meet the requirements of the current
legislation;
• Provide elected officials and Staff with a clear direction and a framework to
implement other plans and policies throughout the community.
The existing Zoning Bylaw was last updated in 2006 and has been amended over
the years to respond to changes and new community initiatives.
The goal of the Zoning Bylaw update is to:
• Better align with the new updated OCP;
• Meet Provincial legislative requirements;
• Improve the layout, functionality and clarity to be more user-friendly.

What are an Official Community Plan and
Zoning Bylaw?
The Official Community Plan (OCP) sets out the District’s
general policies and community vision for future growth
and development. The OCP is the District’s policy
document that sets out the general land use policies for
future land use and shapes how the District will develop
in the future.
The Zoning Bylaw puts the OCP vision and policies into
terms and numbers that can be measured. It is a “rule
book” that controls how construction and development
can take place in the District. It states exactly how land
may be used, where buildings and other structures can
be located, and the types of buildings that are permitted.
Lot sizes and dimensions, parking requirements, building
heights, and setbacks from the street are all outlined in the
Zoning Bylaw.

www.vanderhoof.ca

